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Executive summary 

On 7 September 2023, the Egyptian embassy in Ottawa 
announced that effective 1 October 2023, Canadian passport 
holders will be required to obtain entry visas from an Egyptian 
embassy or consulate before traveling to Egypt. They will no 
longer be able to obtain e-visas prior to travel or visas on arrival 
in Egypt. Canadian nationals of Egyptian origin will be exempt 
from this requirement and have two options for entering Egypt. 

 

Canadian citizens of Egyptian origin 

Canadian citizens of Egyptian origin who seek to travel to Egypt 
using a Canadian passport on or after 1 October 2023 may 
enter Egypt via any of the options below: 

• They can visit an Egyptian embassy or consulate prior to 
departure, present proof of their Egyptian origin (e.g., 
birth certificate or passport) and obtain a free entry visa. 
Expired documents will be accepted as proof of their 
Egyptian origin. 

• They can submit proof of their Egyptian origin (e.g., birth 
certificate or passport, including expired documents) at 
the port of entry in Egypt and have their Canadian passport 
stamped. Individuals who pursue this route may also obtain 
a certificate from an Egyptian embassy or consulate, 
confirming their Egyptian citizenship as proof of their 
Egyptian origin. 

 

Egyptian embassy in Ottawa announces new visa requirement for Canadian 
nationals effective 1 October 2023 
 

Canadian citizens who are not of Egyptian origin 

On 12 September 2023, the Egyptian embassy in Ottawa added 
that a new visa application form will be released on 1 October 
2023 for Canadian nationals who are not of Egyptian origin. 
Applicants will be required to submit their passport (in person 
or via mail), passport photos, travel itinerary and application 
fees (CAD150 for a single-entry visa and CAD205 for a 
multiple-entry visa). The authorities are expected to issue new 
visas within two to three weeks of application submission. 

 

All Canadian nationals, including those of Egyptian origin, who 
are issued e-visas before 1 October 2023 will be able to use 
these visas until their expiry. 

 

Impact on employers 

This change is expected to increase the time and costs associated 
with business travel for Canadian nationals traveling to Egypt.  

 

Key steps 

EY will continue to monitor these developments. Should you 
have any questions, we encourage you to contact one of our 
immigration professionals. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo?fbid=690938416413089&set=pcb.690938443079753
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=693976762775921&set=a.462993885874211


 

 Mobility: Immigration alert 2 

EY  |  Building a better working world 

EY exists to build a better working world, helping 

create long-term value for clients, people and 

society and build trust in the capital markets. 

Enabled by data and technology, diverse EY teams 

in over 150 countries provide trust through 

assurance and help clients grow, transform and 

operate. 

Working across assurance, consulting, law, 

strategy, tax and transactions, EY teams ask 

better questions to find new answers for the 

complex issues facing our world today. 

EY refers to the global organization, and may refer 

to one or more, of the member firms of Ernst & 

Young Global Limited, each of which is a separate 

legal entity. Ernst & Young Global Limited, a UK 

company limited by guarantee, does not provide 

services to clients. Information about how EY 

collects and uses personal data and a description 

of the rights individuals have under data protection 

legislation are available via ey.com/privacy. EY 

member firms do not practice law where prohibited 

by local laws. For more information about our 

organization, please visit ey.com. 

Ernst & Young LLP is a client–serving member  

firm of Ernst & Young Global Limited operating in 

the US. 

© 2023 Ernst & Young LLP. 

All Rights Reserved. 

EYG no. 008930-23Gbl 

2101-3682263 

ED None 

ey.com 

 

Roman Gusev 
Partner — People Advisory Services, Global Immigration  
Tel: +973 33651121 
Email: roman.gusev@bh.ey.com 
 
Ahmed Aboelfotouh 
Partner — Tax 
Tel:  01001470323 
Email: ahmed.aboelfotouh@eg.ey.com 
 
Amira Osama 
Senior Manager — People Advisory Services, Global Immigration  
Tel: +20227260231 
Email: amira.osama@eg.ey.com 
 
Norhan M. Abd El-Kader 
Assistant Manager — People Advisory Services, Global Immigration  
Tel: +20227260111 
Email: norhan.mostafa@eg.ey.com 


